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Fall 2004 Tourism at Flat &nch Rrk
Dream Of The Possibilities

Those of you who attended Twilight
Festival this June may have seen a new

. side to Flat Branch Park. Not only was
SpeCIaI Issue: the park host to our 2004 Lewis and Clark
Flat Branch Park event but also featured some of

Columbia's hottest bands.

-+ Tourism and the Park But the park is much more than a great

. June Wilight Breaks Records event venue--it's a trail head, it's a river-
walk and it's a piece of history. The
Trailhead Committee is currently raising

. Flat Branch Events funds for the final section of the trail, the

. Quarterly Calendar of Events@rea along Fourth Street in between Elm
and Locust. Combined with the city's
plans to route the MKT under Providence,
we will finally see the MKT spur of the
KATY reach its original terminus at the
old KATY railroad depot.

. Benefits of fails & Parks

What does this mean to our community
and to The District in particular? It
means an exciting chance to take advan
tage of one of the hottest trends in
tourism--trails!

Trek to Adventure

The value of the park and the connector
trail can hardly be stressed more.
Development of Phase Il of the park
would create the final link from the KATY
Trail into Columbia. This would give us
an unprecedented opportunity to begin
marketing Columbia as a stopping point
on a KATY Trail adventure or, better yet,
as the launching point for an outdoor
‘ vacation (particularly when combined
with Columbia's other trails, mountain
biking opportunities, state parks, bird
sanctuaries, and more.) In the Mid-
11 S. 10th St. Missouri region, Columbia could become

Columbia, MO 65201 an annual stopping point for outdoor
573-442-6816, fax: 499-0421

www.discoverthedistrict.com

travelers. Given the sheer wealth of shop-
ping, dining, and entertainment options,
as well as the other planned attractions for
the central city area, Columbia could
become a recreational destination for trav-
elers looking for a great vacation experi-
ence with a hint of adventure.

The numbers back this. More than
600,000 Americans took a bicycle vacation
in 1985. Today, 42% of all travelers are
looking for hiking and outdoor adventure
and 26% want to bicycle through the
countryside. The number one attribute
people look for when planning a vacation
is beautiful scenery. The state estimates
300,000 travelers a year on the KATY and
some merchants estimate in between 50
and 70% of their business comes off the
trail.

Trails are Making History

Trails are much more than a chance for a
great outdoor adventure though. Some of
the most popular trails are heritage trails
that focus on the history of a particular
community. Think of Boston's Freedom
Trail or Washington D.C.'s Heritage Tralil
and you'll get a sense of the possibilities.

According to AAA, one of the top vaca -
tion trends is trips that focus on history
and learning. Over 65% of adults who
traveled over 50 miles participated in
heritage tourism, averaging 3.25 million
travelers a year. Heritage tourists do
more, spend more, and stay longer when
they travel. In fact visitors stay a half-day
longer and spend $62 more at historic
sites than at other locations.

Continued on Page 3
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Flat Branch Park Circus
September 2, 6 - 8 pm, Free

During the Twilight Festival on
September 2, visit Flat Branch Park.
Enjoy rousing circus music complete
with ringmaster, jugglers, clowns and
Ann Gafke's performing dogs.

Flat Branch Parkwilight Music

September 9, 16, 23, 30 6 - 8 pm, Free
Enjoy great music in the park during the
Twilight Festivals.

Flat Branch Sack Lunch Music
Series

Wednesdays in October, 11:30 - 1:30 pm,

Free

Leave the fast food lines behind! Great
music in a beautiful park setting will be
the scene on Wednesdays in October.
Bring your lunch, a lawn chair, a friend
and enjoy. Sponsored by the Convention
& Visitors Bureau.

Flat Branch Park Fun Day and

Midnight Bike Ramble

October 9, (Rain date Oct 16)
Children's entertainment 4 - 6 pm
Outdoor movie 7 - 8:30 pm

Sponsored by the Convention & Visitors
Bureau.

Bike Ramble 10 pm to midnightnjoy a
late evening
bike ride
through The
District and
three college
campuses.
Event pro-
ceeds benefit
Flat Branch
Park.
Registration
forms available mid-September at Parks
and Recreation on the corner of 7th &
Broadway, CyclExtreme; and online at
www.discoverthedistrict.com.

Flat
Branch




Twilight Fasval Breaks étods
Spending Estimates Top $2 Million

We had another very successful and beautiful June
Twilight in  The District . A record 42,000 people
walked the streets to enjoy live music, artists showing
off their crafts, dancing, and a Lewis & Clark Festival.
Thanks to expanded advertising by the Columbia
Convention and Visitors’ Bureau and an added venue
at Flat Branch Park, some nights topped 11,000 atten
dees.

An estimated 50% of attendees shopped, spending an

average of $41. Restaurant sales increased as well for

the year with an estimated 88% of attendees dining,
spending an average of $28. Surveys indicated that
8% of attendees stayed overnight, spending an aver
age of $98.

The $2,500,000 1 @ Shopping
horse-- $2,000,000+

drawn $1,500,000+ W Lodging
carriages, | $1.000,0001 O Dining
a|Way3 $500,000+

popular, $0F O Total
began 2003 2004 Revenues

this year at the Missouri Theatre and the Symphony
Society was hopping. The U.S. Cellular Kids’ Camp
was another big hit for the little ones and the William
Woods Stage was host to some great new bands.
With help from KMIZ Broadcasting, KFRU and the
rest of Cumulus team, we had four great evenings in
a row.

We are looking forward to doing it again in
September!

The Twilight Festivals are funded by donations and
we simply cannot do this without help from the fol -
lowing businesses:

Columbia Daily Tribune, Boone County National
Bank, Bluestem Missouri Crafts, Boone Tavern &
Restaurant, Slackers CD’s & Games, Atkins City
Centre, Van
Matre &
Harrison, W.G.
Grinders,
Harpo’s, Flat
Branch Pub &
Brewing
Company,
Shakespeare’s
Pizza, Poppy, Edward Jones, Field House, Tropical
Liqueurs, My Secret Garden, Kent's Floral Gallery &
Gifts, Tiger Spirit/Greek Exchange, Walther, Antel, &
Stamper, Villager on Broadway, 9th Street Bookstore,
Wren’s Birkenstock, Missouri Shirt Co., Ernie’s Steak
House, Puckett’s, Bley & Pfeiffer, Premier Bank,
Boone National Savings & Loan, Candy Factory,
Village Wine & Cheese, US Bank and Commerce
Bank. A very special thanks to the Columbia
Convention and Visitor’'s Bureau, the Columbia
Campus of William Woods University, US Cellular,
Missouri Symphony Society, KMIZ Broadcasting and
Cumulus Broadcasting for their support.
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Tourism at Flat Branch Park

Flat Branch Park is the birthplace of Columbia.

Chartered in 1821, this area served as the original Market
Square. Since its beginning as the first Columbia home
steads, Market Square has seen the arrival of the MKT
Railroad and its depot, and more recently, the installa-
tion of the walking trail along its eastern boundary.

The park also takes center stage in both the Downtown
Historic Walk and the Downtown Columbia Historic
District. Tourists arriving at the park, either by bike or
by car, find themselves at the center of historic colleges,
shops, notable neighborhoods, renovated buildings
housing restaurants and more.

A wonderfully historic and significant area of Columbia,
the completed Flat Branch Park and riverwalk will be a
centerpiece display of Columbia's history, community,
and culture.

So next time you're passing by Flat Branch Park have a
seat in the sun, watch the creek and dream of the possi
bilities.




